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APOCRYPHAL NEW TISTAMENT. 


We would caution our readers against supposing or believ- 
ing, that, by publishing the contents of this work, we give 
credit to the unreasonable tales it relates, or that thereby we 
wish to invalidate the authenticity of any part of the New 
Testament. This is far from our view, whatever might have 
been the view of the publisher of the work itself. We propose 
to publish a criticism upon this work, or rather upon the mo- 
tives of the compiler, taken from the London Monthly Reposi- 
tory, in our next number, and then let our readers judge for 
themselves. Some have had thoughts of publishing an edition 
of the whole work; but, (as 1t contains much matter which 
cannot be very interesting to any one,) we hardly think it expe- 
dient. A general knowledge, however, of the existence of these 
books, and of their contents, must be interesting to all whe 
wish to make themselves acquainted with even the most re- 
mote circumstances which have any bearing on the divine tes- 
timony. 


The GOSPEL of NICODEMUS, formerly called the ACES of 
: PONTIUS PILATE. 


[Although this Gospel is, by some among the learned, supposed 
to have been really written by Nicodemus, who became a disciple 
of Jesus Christ, and conversed with him; others conjecture that it 
was a forgery towards the close of the third century by some zealous 
believer, who observing that there had been appeals made by tie 


Christians of the former age, to the Acts of Pilate, but that such 


Acts could not be produced, imagined it would be of service to 
Christianity to fabricate and publish this Gospel; as it would both 
confirm the Christians under persecution, and convince the Hea- 
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thens of the truth of the Christian religion. The Rev. Jeremiah 
Jones says, that such pious frauds were very common among Chris- 
tians even in the first three centuries; and that a forgery of this na- 
ture, with the view above mentioned, seems natural and probable. 
The same author, in noticing that Eusebius, in his Ecclesiastical 
History, charges the Pagans with having forged and published a 
book, called “ The Acts of Pilate,” takes occasion to observe, that 
the internal evidence of this Gospel shows it was not the work of 
any Heathen: but that if in the latter end of the third century we 
find it in use among Christians (and it was certainly then read in 
some churches), and about the same time find a forgery of the Hea- 
thens under the same title, it seems exceeding probable, that 
some Christians, at that time, should publish such a piece as this, 
in order partly to confront the spurious one of the Pagans, and 
partly to support those appeals which had been made by former 
Christians to the Acts of Pilate; and Mr. Jones says, he thinks so 
the more particularly as we have innumerable instances of forgeries 


by the faithful in the primitive ages, grounded on less plausible rea- 


sons. Whether it be canonical or not, it is of very great antiquity, 
and is appealed to by several of the ancient Christians. The pre- 
sent translation is made from the Gospel, published by Grynzeus in 
the Orthodoxographa, vol. 1, tom. il. p. 645.] 


This Gospel is headed with these words, viz. 


The Gospel of Nicopemus ihe Disciple, concerning the Suffer 
ings and Resurrection cj our Master and Saviour, JEsus 
CuRIST. 


CONTENTS CF THE CHAPTERS. 


Christ accused to Pilate by the Jews of healing on the sab- 
bath, summoned before Pilate by a messenger who does him 
honour, worshipped by the standards bowing down to him—Is 
compassioned by Pilate’s wife, charged with being born in for- 
nication, testimony to the betrothing of his parents; hatred of 
the Jews to him—Is exhonerated by Pilate ; disputes with Pi- 
late concerning truth—Pilate finds no fault in Jesus; the Jews 
demand his crucifixion—Nicodemus speaks in defence of 
Christ, and relates his miracles; another Jew, with Veronica, 
Centurio, and others, testify of other miracles—Pilate dismay- 
ed by the turbulence of the Jews, who demand Barabbas to be 
released and Christ to be crucified. Pilate warmly expostu- 
lates with them, washes his hands of Christ’s blood, and sen- 
tences him to be whipped and crucified—Manner of Christ’s 
crucifixion withthe two thieves—Miraculous appearances at his 
death. The Jews say the eclipse was natural. Joseph of 
Arimathea embalms Christ’s body and buries it—The Jews 
angry with Nicodemus, and with Joseph of Arimathea, whom 
they imprison—Joseph’s escape—The soldiers relate Christ’s 
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vesurrection—Christ is seen preaching in Galilee. The Jews 
repent of their cruelty to him—Nicodemus counsels the Jews. 
Joseph found; invited by the Jews to return; relates the 
manner of his miraculous escape—The Jews astonished and 
confounded ; Simeon’s two sons, Charinus and Lenthius, rise 
from the dead at Christ’s crucifixion. Joseph proposes to get. 
them to relate the mysteries of their resurrection. They are 
sought and found, brought to the synagogue, privately sworn 
to secrecy, and undertake to write what they had seen—The 
narrative of Charinus and Lenthius commences. A _ great 
light in hell. Simeon arrives, and announces the coming of 
Christ—Adam causes Seth to relate what he heard from Mi- 
chael the archangel, when he sent him to Paradise to entreat 
God to anoint his head in sickness—Quarrel between Satan 
and the prince of hell, concerning the expected arrival of 
Christ in hell—Christ’s arrival at hell-gates; the confusion 
thereupon. He descends into hell—Death and the devils in 
great horror at Christ’s coming. Hie tramples on death, 
seizes the prince of hell, and takes Adam with him to heaven 
—Beelzebub, prince of hell, vehemently upbraids Satan for 
persecuting Christ and bringing him to hell. Christ gives 
Beelzebub dominion over Satan for ever, as a recompense for 
taking away Adam and his sons—Christ takes Adam by the 
hand, the rest of the saints join hands, and they all ascend with 
him to Paradise—Christ delivers Adam to Michacl the arch- 
angel. ‘They meet Enoch and Elijah in heaven, and also the 
blessed thief, who relates how he came to Paradise—Charinus 
and Lenthius being only allowed three days to remain on 
earth, deliver in their narratives, which miraculously corres- 
pond; they vanish, and Pilate records these transactions-—Pi- 
late goes to the temple; calls together the rulers, and scribes, 
and doctors. Commands the gates to be shut; orders the 
book of the Scripture; and causes the Jews to relate what they 
really knew concerning Christ. They declare that they cru- 
cified Christ in ignorance, and that they now knew him to be 
the Son of God, according to the testimony of the Scriptures ; 
which, after they put him to death, they examined. 


To this book there is the following Postscript, written, it is 
probable, by another hand. 


“Tn the name of the Holy Trinity, thus ends the Acts of our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, which the Emperor Theodosius the Great, found 
at Jerusalem, in the Hall of Pontius Pilate among the public re- 
cords; the things were acted in the nineteenth year of Tiberius 
Cesar, Emperor of the Romans, and in the seventeenth year of the 
sovernment of Herod, the son of Herod, King of Gallilee, on the 
eighth day of the calends of April, which is the 23d day of the 
month of March, in the ccrrd Olympiad, when Joseph and Caiphus 
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were rulers of the Jews; being a History written in Hebrew by Ni- 
codemus, of what happened after our Saviour’s crucifixion. 


+ erp 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED. 


It is affirmed by Ambrose, “ that the twelve Apostles, as skilful 
artificers, assembled together, and made a key by their common ad- 
vice, that is, the Creed ; by which the darkness of the devil is dis- 
closed, that the light of Christ may appear.” Others fable that every 
Apostle inserted an article, by which the creed is divided into 
twelve articles; and a sermon, fathered upon St. Austin, and 
quoted by the Lord Chancellor King, fabricates that each particular 
article was thus inserted by each particular Apostle :— 


“ Peter.—1. [helieve in God the Father Almighty; . 

* John.—2. Maker of Heaven and earth ; 

* James.—3. Aud in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord ; 

“ dndrew.—4. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary ; 

* Philip —5. Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead 
and buried ; 

“ Thomas.—-6. He descended into hell, the third day he rose again 
from the dead ; 

« Bartholomew.—7. He ascended into heaven, sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; 

“ Matthew.—8. From thence shall he come to judge the quick 
and the dead ; 

« James, the son of Alpheus --9. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the 


- holy Catholic Church ; 


« Simon Zelotes—10. The communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins; 

Jude, the brother of James.—11. The resurrection of the body; 

© Matthias.—12. Life everlasting. Amen.” 


Archbishop Waker says, “ With respect to the Apostles being the 
authors of this Creed, itis not my intention to enter on any particu- 
lar examination of this matter, which has been so fully handled, not 
only by the late critics of the Church of Rome, Natalus Alexander, 
Du Pin, &c. but yet more especially by Archbishop Usher, Gerard 
Vossius, Suicer, Spanhemius, Tentzelius, and Sam. Basnage, 
among the Protestants. It shall suffice to say, that as it is not 
likely, that had any such thing as this been done by the Aposties, 
St. Luke would have passed it by, without taking the least notice of 
it: So the diversity of Creeds in the ancient Church; and that not 
only in expression, but in some whole articles too, sufficiently shews, 
that the Creed which we call by that name, was not composed by 
the twelve Apostles, much less in the same form in which it now is.” 

Mr. Justice Baitey says, “It is net to be understood that this 
Creed was framed by the Apostles, or indeed that it existed as a 
Creed in their time;” and after giving the Creed as it existed in the 












‘Apostles’ Creed. 108 


pe 600, and which is here copied from his Common Prayer Book, 
1e says, “ how long this form had existed before the year 600 is not 
exactly known. The additions were probably made in opposition 


to particular heresies and errors.” 


‘The most important “ addition,” since the year of Christ 600, is 
that which affirms, that Christ descended into hell. This has been 
proved not only to have been an invention after the Apostles’ time, 
but even after the time of Eusebius. ] 


As it stood in. Dom. 600. Co- 
pied from Mr. Justice Bailey’s 
Edition of the book of Com- 
mon Prayer. 

** Before the year 600 it was no 
more than this.’—Mr. Jus- 
TicE BAILEY, p. 9. 2. 

i. I believe in God the Fa- 
ther Almighty ; 


2. And in Jesus Christ his 
only begotten Son, our Lord ; 

5. Who was born of the Ho- 
ly Ghost and Virgin Mary, 


4. And was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, and was bu- 
ried; 

5. And the third day rose 
again from the dead ; 

6. Ascended into heaven, 
sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father ; 

7. Whence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead; 


8. And in the Holy Ghost; 


9. The holy Church ; 


10. The remission of sins; 


11. And the resurrection of 
the flesh, Amen. 





'Amen. 


As it now stands in the book of 


Common Prayer of the United 
Church of England and Ire- 
land, as by law established. 


1. I believe in God the Fa- 
ther Almighty, maker of Hea- 
ven and earth; 

2. And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son, our Lord ; 

3. Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, 

4. Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried ; 

5. He descended into hell ; 


6. The third day he rose 
again from the dead ; 


7. He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; 

3. From whence he shall 
come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

9. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; 

10. The Holy Catholic 
Church; the communion of 
saints ; 

11. The forgiveness of sins; 


12. The resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting, 
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110 Leiter io the Editor. 


The EPISTLE of PAUL the APOSTLE to the LAODICEAN'S. 


[This Epistle has been highly esteemed by several learned men 
of the Church of Rome, and others. There is a very old transla- 
tion of it in the British Museum, among the Harleian MSS. Cod. 
1212.] 


CONTENTS. 


Paul salutes the brethren; exhorts them to persevere in 
good works, and not be moved by vain speaking. Rejoices in 
his bonds, and desires them to live in the fear of the Lord. 


er 


The EPISTLES of PAUL the APOSTLE to SENECA, with 
SENECAs to PAUL. 


[Several very learned writers have entertained a favourable 
opinion of these Epistles. ‘They are undoubtedly of high antiquity. 
Salmeron cites them to prove that Seneca was one of Ceesar’s 
household, referred to by Paul, Philip. iv. 22. as saluting the bre- 
thren at Philippi. In Jerome’s enumeration of illustrious men, he 
places Seneca, on account of these Epistles, amongst the ecclesias- 
tical and holy writers of the Christian church. Sixtus Senensis 
has published them in his Bibliotheque, p. 89, 90; and it is from 
thence that the present translation is made. Baronius, Bellar- 
mine, Dr. Cave, Spanheim, and others, contend that they are not 
genuine. | 


There are eight Epistles of Seneca to Paul, and six of Paul 
to Seneca. 








LETTER TO THE EDITOR; 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16, 1822. 

Dear Sir—The inclosed pages were written in answer to an 
Essay on Future Punishment, published in the Presbyterian 
Magazine for August last. I sent the manuscript to the 
Editor, with leave to publish it in the Magazine e, if judged 
proper, and if not, requesting that it should be returned to me. 
it was returned as I expected; for I had no expectation of 
its appearing in that work: but I thought it not amiss that they 
should have an opportunity for perusing it, which I suppose 
was accordingly done, and it might set some of the clergy to 
reflect upon the subject, and probably to little purpose. 

[send you the manuscript for your inspection; you are at 
full liberty to publish it, or to decline its insertion. As some 
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of my observations do not coincide with some parts of your 
Review ofthe Essay, your declining to publish it will give me 
no offence, only in that case please return the manuscript to 
your obedient servant. T. D. 


Rev. Mr. Abner Kneeland. 


[We cheerfully comply with the above request, although, as 
will be readily perceived, the following piece contains some 
sentiments which do not accord with our own; yet, of these 
parts, we trust that our readers, by this time, are capable in 
a good degree of judging for themselves. It will serve, as we 
think, with other pieces written on the subject, to relieve the 
mind of every candid reader, from the horrible idea of endless 
misery: and although it may not bring them into the full blaze 
and sunshine of divine truth, yet to such minds as have been 
long groping in the gloomy midnight darkness of priestcraft, 
it may give them as much light as they may be capable of 
bearing atonce. If the Editor of the Presbyterian Magazine 
had believed that he could easily have confuted these arguments, 
would he not have inserted the piece? Let the reader judge for 
himself.—Ep. ] 


~~ 


ON FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 


In the Presbyterian Magazine for August, 1822, page 214, 
a writer has published the first part of an Essay on future Pu- 
nishment, headed with these words in Mat. xxv. 46. And 
these shall go away into everlasting punishment. He observes 
that ‘ these words are the more interesting, as they are the 
words of our Judge, and as they contain an account of the fate 
that awaits a great proportion of the human race; and because 
we are compelled by all the rules of just interpretation, to un- 
derstand them literally.” 

On a subject of such immense importance as the fate which 
awaits a great proportion, and as it is generally held, by far 
the greatest proportion of the human race; the offspring otf 
the God of the spirits of all flesh; which this gentleman, like 
many others, considers to be a state of hopeless, and vicon~ 
ceivable misery, throughout the endless ages of eternity; when 
we reflect on the apparent opposition of that dreadful idea to 
the infinitely perfect character, and frequent testimonies of the 
Only True God, and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent, to grve 
himself a ransom for all, and to bless all the Jews and all the 
Gentiles, in turning away every one of them from his iniquittes, 
surely it seems reasonable to expect that a Christian, who 
loves his neighbour as himself; and none else can be a real 
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Christian ; should pause, and investigate with the most minute 
scrutiny, the evidence for the truth of that awful doctrine, be- 
fore he would venture to come publicly forward as an advocate 
for it as the Truth of God. Doubtless many do so. But un- 
happily the truth of that doctrine seems to have been assumed 
by some; and men of great learning have gravely disputed 
whether the Almighty had irrevocably decreed from all eter- 
nity, that he should create countless millions of human beings 
on purpose that they should sin, in order that he should sub- 
ject them to inconceivable and eternal misery, or that he 
should only withhold from them that irresistable grace, with- 
out which.it would be absolutely impossible for them to escape 
that same horrible state of eternal misery. Surely God does 
not act without design. What ideas these disputants could 
have of the character of the Supreme Being, I leave to others 
to decide. 

As this author has quoted his text from the common version 
of the scriptures, which, though in general a good one, yet in 
some instances, does not give the exact meaning of the Greek 
text, it may be lawful to doubt of his having been governed by 
all the rules of just interpretation in his treatment of the sub- 
ject. May itnot happen that even learned men may sometimes 
err through indolence ; contenting themselves with the com- 
mon version, without taking the trouble to examine the original, 
to see whether these things are so? This is the more likely to 
happen, when the sense of the words seems to accord with some 
favourite doctrine; and strange as it might seem, if it were 
not so common, the eternal misery of by far the greater part 
of mankind appears to be a favourite doctrine with very many. 
‘There is no reason to doubt that the advocates of this doctrine 
think it right to preach it;—but after all may they not be mis- 
taken? ‘That error may arise from indolence; surely not from 
design. It appears very certain that the Greek word com- 
monly rendered everlasting, eternal, and forever, never, in the 
scriptures, conveys the idea of proper eternity, that is, of end- 
less duration; neither in the New ‘Testament, nor in the Greek 
version of the Old Testament; neither does the correspondent 
term of the Hebrew of the Old Testament. Indeed in the ver- 
sion of the 70, it is sometimes connected with a word which 
signifies to exceed, or to go beyond the period mentioned ; it 
invariably denotes limited, but indefinite duration. This may 
perhaps be considered as a bold, but is not a random assertion. 
Let any competent judge (and there are many more competent 
than I am,) examine, and he will find that the inspired writers 
use the term in the plural form, to express a plurality of pe- 
riods past, and a plurality of periods future. In these in- 
stances our translators commonly, and very properly use the 
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term, ages. Indeed it is applied to the term of human life; but 
not a single instance, nor the whole put together, ever express 
endless duration. 

So far then, as the English terms, everlasting, eternal, and 
forever, are concerned, as they appear in most translations of 
ihe scriptures, there is not a vestige of proof of the endless mi- 
sery of any of the creatures of God. 

But we are not yet done with the text, which this writer hath 
chosen. The term rendered in that text, punishment, the 
learned Mr. Parkhurst (and he is not alone,) tells us, signifies 
Pruning. ‘That the term was intended to signify suffering, tor- 
ment, if you please, is certainly true. It occurs twice in the 
New Testament; in this verse and in 1 Johniv. 18. [f it 
occurred only once, the testimony of owr Lord is quite sufficient. 

But may not that suffering or torment be inflicted with the 
benevolent design of doing good to the suffering individuals ? 
It is easy to conceive it so, being analogous to the dealings of 
our Heavenly Father, in this present life; He chastens us for 
our profit that we may be pariakers of f«s Holiness ; and he never 
changes. 
an arm or a leg been practised with the intention of saving 
the life of the patient, and has produced the beneficial eifect 
intended. This is pruning and is extremely tormenting, yet 
it has often a salutary effect. Why did our Lord apply that 
term to the future sufferings of the wicked? Doubtiess he 
chose that term to shew that their torment, however severe 
inddong continued, would be beneficial for the sufferer, and 
intended for their own benefit, which will eventually take place. 
if it is possible for men, when needful, to employ such severe 
operations with the happiest effects, how infinitely easy ts it 
for the Almighty, when he judges it needful, to employ the 
most severe torments with the most benevolent design, in any 
period of existence, to produce the best effects on the subjects 
of his dispensations. It is also congenial to his character, who 
is good, and doth good, and who never will do any thing but 
what is good, however severe or long continued the process 
which he judgeth proper for the accomplishment of his benevo- 
lent designs for the subjects of his judgments. All his designs 
are to do good, for he can have no bad designs ; the process 
may be painful and grievous, because it is needful, but the end 
is gracious. 

That those who are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, and die without repentance, Willi, int 
a future state be subjected to awful misery, the severity and 
duration of which we are ignorant of, 1 believe ts fully esta- 
blished in the scriptures, and that misery is set forth by the 
most dreadful representations ; but the eternity of that misery 
Vor. FF, . P 
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is $0 Opposite to the whole of the Divine character, and to the 

positive declarations which abound in the sacred records, that 

it seems absolutely impossible that it can be true; at the same 
time that it is never taught in the divine testimony. 

The text which this gentleman has placed at the head of his 
essay, expresses, with the utmost certainty, the misery of the 
wicked in a future state; and doubtless conveys the idea 
of Jong duration; but so far from intimating its endless 
duration, the very language which our Lord used, not without 
design, evidently teaches that the suffering, however severe, 
or long continued, was intended to be of a disciplinary nature, 
and consequently designed for the ultimate benefit of the suf- 
fevers; that they should finally be partakers of the holiness of 
God. However the divine dispensations may vary, as the cir- 
cumstances may require in the view of infinite wisdom and 
mercy, the principle on which they are all conducted is as un- 
changeable as the unchangeable God himself. God is Love, 
and it is impossible that any thing can proceed from him which 
does not flow from the divine principle of wachangeable and 
cternal love. Does he love the wicked while still wicked ? 
Unquestionably. ‘The perception of his love only can subdue 
their hearts. 

The scriptures declare that the Lord is good to all, and his 
fender mercies are over all his works. Also that he never 
changes, with him is no variablenesa nor shadow of turning. 
All Christians believe these precious truths. It follows as an 
unavoidable consequence, that He will eternally continue good 
and merciful to all. 'Vhe doctrine of eternal misery is a posi- 
tive denial that he is good and mercg¢ful to all; or that he is 
unchangeable; and indeed one or both of these characteristics 
must necessarily be false, if that doctrine has any truth in it. 

The character of Jehovah is delineated by himself, Exod. 
xxxiv. 6,7. ‘This author has quoted only that part of it which 
sounded like his subject in appearance, viz. He willby no means 
clear the guilty. He did not mention that when the wicked for- 
sakes his wickedness, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
returns to the Lord, he will have mercy upon him, and unto our 
God for he will abundantly pardon. The doctrine of eternal 
misery is so opposite to this, that n np man who really believes 
it can consistently believe that God is merciful and pardons. 


Surely his quotation could answer no purpose of his, unless he 
supposed that the guilty would never return and obtain pardon. 
Perhaps he may say that mercy and pardon refers enly to the 
present state; but does not extend beyond it. How does he 
know that? if he studied the scriptures, he might know that 
God makes no such restriction—Even in this life God will not 
clear the guilty while they continue wicked; but when the 
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wicked returns he will be pardoned in any state of existence. 
The divine mercy is not limited to this life. 

The declarations of Ged obviously contemplate the future 
state as well as the present; for we know that the events de- 
clared, with respect to many, do not take place in the present 
life. Look atthe oath of Jehovah, Isaiah 45th. J have sworn 
by myself; the word hath gone out of my mouth in righteous- 
ness; and shall not return 3 that unto me every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue shall swear, (or confess,) shall surely say, in 
Jehovah have I righteousness and strength; to him shall come 
and be ashamed, all who were incensed against him. (South) 
comp. Phil. ii. 10, 11. Ephes. i. 9,11. Having with all wis- 
dom and care, made known unto us this secret of his will, which 
he had previously purposed on himself, FoR THE DISPENSATION 
OF THE FULLNESS OF THE TIMES, TO BRING ALL THINGS 
AGAIN UNDER ONE HEAD IN CHRIST; BOTH THOSE IN HEAVEN 
AND THOSE IN EARTH, even in him.—(Thomson). This de- 
claration cannet be fulfilled in the present state. Shall it then 
fail to be accomplished in future? Assuredly no. How many 
millions of mankind, sinners, have died without repentance, 
since these revelations were written, on whom the events have 
not taken place! But the divine veracity stands pledged for 
their accomplishment. Our Lord himself declared that if he 
should be lified up, (signifying what death he should dic) he 
would draw all untohim. That he came not to judge the world. 
but to save the world. Peter, having charged the Jews 
with having killed the Prince of Life, invites them to re- 
pentance, that their sins may be blotted out when the times of 
refreshing siiall come from the presence of the Lord, and adds, 
Unio you first, God, having raised up his Son Jesus, hath sent 
him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his 
‘niquities. ‘The Gentiles having access to the blessings of the 
New Covenant, God hath sent his Son also to them, in the 
same ministry of the Apostles, to bless them also, in turning 
away every one of them from his iniquities. Such are the re- 
vealed purposes of God. Shall these purposes be frustrated 
Surely no. One day with him is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. But we know that many depart 
from this present state without being turned,away from their 
iniquities; but God is true, therefore his purposes shall be ac- 
complished ; however ignorant we may now be of the manner ot 
their fulfilment, there is no reason to doubt that many will be 
recovered in a future state, who in this state lived wicked, and 
died unconverted. Not one soul shall be lost. God is not wil- 
ling that any should perish, but that all should repent and be 
restored, and his purposes cannot be changed. Why are the 
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righteous to be Kings in a future state, but to he mstrumenta’ 
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for bringing into voluntary subjection to the law of the Lord, 
which is perfect, converting the soul, those who in this state 
had been disobedient. ‘Phat is the very purpose for which the 
Son of God will continue to reign, until all shall be subdued 
unto him. Why are the righteous to be Priests in a future 
state, but for the purpose of instructing those who in this state 
refused to receive instruction, or were not in a state suitable 
for profiting by spiritual instruction; it is for that purpose 
that the Son of God will abide a Priest continually, until all 
shall be instructed ; and his followers will join him in making 
intercession for transgressors. ‘They will not reign over one 
another, for they will all have one master; they need not in- 
tercede for one another, for alk their sins are forgiven. That 
is the reason why the period of their ministrations will be of 
the same duration with the sufferings of the wicked, and is ex- 
pressed by the same term. ‘They will be in a state of life, no 
more to come under the dominion of death; but when their 
ministry is fulfilled, they will be raised to a higher state of 
eloricus dignity, for which their ministrations will have fitted 
them. During that period, the formerly wicked will be in a 
progressive state of dying until they shall be converted, when 
their sufferings shall be finally terminated by the second death, 
and when raised from that death as the last enemy, they will 
bear the image of the second Adam, Jesus Christ. That the 
righteous will be Kings and priests is certain; and it seems 
highly probable that such will be the nature of their ministra- 
tions, and such the probable results of both classes. The se- 
cond: death is certain, and the resurrection of its victims, the 
destruction of the last enemy, when death will be finally swal- 
lowed up by victory, to this result the promises of Psalm 2 and 
110, plainly refer ; and will be accomplished by the power of 
God who commandeth all.men to repent, for he will have all 
men to be saved by Jesus Christ, who gave himself a ransom 
for all to be testified in his own proper times. All must be re- 
conciled unto God by him; brought into voluntary subjection 
to him; not one single individual being will remain unrecon- 
ciled to God, when the Son shall deliver up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father, when God himself shall be all in all. 
Any man well acquainted with the bible may readily per- 
ceive that the references already made, as opposed to the 
doctrine of endless misery, and which are as opposite to it 
as light is to darkness, or as truth is to error, are but a small 
part of that class of testimonies in the scriptures against 
that horrible dogma of human invention, which is a most 
atrocious calumny against the character of the God of truth 
and love; although most assuredly not so intended or so un- 
derstood by the mistaken advocates for that doctrine, which 
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has made the hearts of many pious Christians sad, whom God 
hath not made sad. Many of those who have been misled to 
advocate that error, are pious worthy Christians, although 
greatly mistaken on that subject. They will be graciously 
accepted of God, who will in mercy forgive the error into 
which they have been led; he knows they had no intention to 
degrade his character ; but their erroneous notions can neither 
be acceptable to God, nor profitable to themselves. They can- 
not rejoice m it, nor pray for the accomplishment of it on any 
human being, as knowing it to be according to the will of God. 
One evil consequence of that doctrine is that of making the 
scriptures appear to contradict the scriptures, thereby weakeu- 
ing if not destroying the faith of many serious persons in the 
harmony and even the truth of the divine testimony, and giving 
to infidels occasion to despise Christianity as inconsistent and 
absurd. 

The writer very properly observes that the first end of pu- 


nishment is to reclaim the offender himself. Reformation of 


the sinner is invariably the primary object which God intends 
in visiting him with the fruit of his evil deeds. Any man who 
will read with attention, the 26th chapter of Leviticus, may 
readily perceive that reformation is the intention of God in 
inflicting punishment from the lowest to the highest degree ; 
that on those who harden their hearts, he will add one degree 
of suffering to another, until the pride and hardness of their 
hearts shall be broken dewn, and they shall confess their sins. 
with deep end sincere contrition, when he will forgive their 
sins and restore them. We must have a very flow understand- 
ing indeed of him, if we suppose his goodness and power to 
terminate with this present state. 


The gentleman has stated the second end in the infliction of 


punishment with propriety, as respects the punishments by the 
Jaws of men im society, that of deterring otiers from sin; but 
in the state of endless misery which he contemplates, this can 
have no place. In the way in which that doctrine is generall, 
preached, if I mistake not, it is not considered that the re. 
formation of the sinner is either hoped for or intended. ‘This 
is essentially opposite to any work of God, whe always iniends 
to do good; and shews that eternal misery cannot be tiis in- 
fliction. With respect to warning others, tuaft cannot be 
expected to regard fellow sufferers. As to the righteous, | 
trust their state of righteousness and felicity will not be so 
unstable as to need any such warning to deter them from sin. 
If the perfection of their love to God, to Christ, and to one 
another, joined to their own recollection of the evil nature 
and bitter consequences of sin, and above all, the love of God 
and his Christ to them, should be too feeble to prevent them 
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from having even so much as an evil thought, their happiness 
must be greatly inferior to my expectations ; yet I believe that 
my highest conceptions are inconceivably inferior to what the 
reality will be. 

‘The third end in the infliction of punishment,” he ob- 
serves, * is to satisfy the claims of law and justice,” and adds, 
“‘it is a leading maxim in the government of God—that 
nothing but suffer ring will answer that claim.’ ‘That indeed 
is a popular, and plausible opinion; but before admitting that 
there is any truth in it, we may enquire what the law of 
God requires: the answer is easy, the law of God requires 
obedience to the commandments of God. By the laws of men, if 
a man robs and murders his neighbour, and wastes the money 


which he has unlawfully taken, he is doomed to death. When 


the sentence is fully executed, the law can do no more; but is 
the breach of the law repaired, or justice done? No. ‘The 
murdered man is not restored, and the money of which he was 
robbed is lost. The breach of the law remains, the death of 
the murderer does not mend it, but it prevents the criminal 
from repeating his offences. Sin is the breaking of the law of 
God; but no suffering, not even eternal, can repair the breach; 
the law remains broken. Did it never occur to the gentle- 
man’s reflection that efernal misery cannot possibly repair the 
breach? the law denounces a curse on the transgressor ; but 
when the curse is fully executed, it still remains the broken 
law. Justice was violated, but the infliction of the curse does 
not repair the violation. But suppose suffering to satisfy the 
claims of law and justice, that cannot possibly take place until 
the very last part of the suffering shall have been inflicted ; or 
if considered as a debi, as the author does, these claims can- 
not possibly be satisfied, until the very last farthing of the 
debt is finally paid. But the suffering is supposed to be eter- 
nal; upon this principle the claims of law and justice must of 


necessity be eternally unsatisfied. ‘The whole scheme of efernal 


MISETYs therefore falls to the ground as an absolute impossibility. 

Thus we may easily sec that any man, however great his 
talents may be, and however much these may be improved by 
the most profound and extensive learning; when he attempts 
to vindicate dogmas in Theology of human invention, for which 
there is not a vestige of evidence in the scriptures, may involve 
himself in such absurdity and difficulties, as can neither satisfy 
himself nor any other sober thinking man of understanding, 
and place himself in such a situation as I shall leave others te 
name. 

But suffering never was intended to make compensation for 
transgression; it is impossible in the nature of things ; for 
after ail the suffering that is possible to be inflicted, whether o: 
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short or long duration; the law still remains broken as it was 
before the transgressor was subjected to suffering. Assuredly, 
in the character of the Great Supreme Being, there is nothing 
of an implacable, a malignant, vindictive, or revengeful na- 
ture; but exactly the reverse; he delighteth in mercy. What 
then is the use of inflicting suffering at all? The gentleman has 
well answered the question. It is, first, * that the offender 
may be reclaimed by means of correction, and prevented from 
repeating the offence; and secondly, to deter others from sin, 
by shewing the evil of crime in its painful consequences.” 
These are the only right uses of affliction and sufiering in every 
degree, and the highest use of punishment among men can 
properly have no other end in view; and in that they follow 
the example of God himself, who never inflicts suffering with 
any other intention. It is much to be regretted that the gen- 
tleman took any other view of the uses of sufferings in a future 
state, upon those who have been impenitent transgressors in the 
present state. Had he taken that view of it, [ think he would 
have done more justice to the subject than I am able to do. 

The scripture account is so plain and simple as to be level 
to the lowest human capacity. When sinners are brought to 
sincere repentance and reformation, God himself has told us, 
in few words, the only possible way in which sin can be done 
away. Not by paying a debt, nor by rendering an equivalent 
or compensation by suffering; both of which are impossible, 
and not required by him. What then? Hear his own words. 
I WILL FORGIVE THEIR INIQUITIES, ANDI WILL 
REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE. 

God is infinitely just. His law is holy and just and good. 
But where is the requirement of misery, temporal or eternal, 
to satisfy the claims of his law and justice for sin? It is not to 
be found in the scriptures of truth. 

The author of the essay has quoted several expressions of 
scripture, where the sound of words seemed to accord with the 
object of his essay from our version; for instance, everlasting 
contempt, everlasting destruction. It has already been stated, 
that the term rendered everlasting in these passages, never 
conveys the idea of eternity. ‘The word rendered destruction 
in 2 Thes. i. is the same applied by the same apostle, 1 Cor. x. 
to the destruction of the Israelites in the wilderness, and signi- 
fies, literally, death; therefore it is misapplied to eternal mise- 
ry; that rendered forever and ever is plural, a plurality of 
future eternities, is at best an absurdity; the worm not dying 
no doubt is a figure of future sufferings, and ought not to 
cease till its end is answered. The fire that is not, or if you 
choose a stronger term, shall not or never shall be quenched, is a 
very proper figure of the same kind of suffering, which ought 
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not to cease till its end shall be answered. It is of the same kind 
with that, Jerem. xvii. 27, shall not be quenched. It burned 
till its object was accomplished. It became extinct when its 
work was done, but was not quenched, or put out, before the 
proper time. Any man who sees a fire of dry wood, knows 
that water poured upon it when the fuel is half consumed will 
quench it; but if let alone it will consume the dry wood, and 
then become extinct, unless more fuel be added. He that be- 
lieveth not the Son of God shall not see life; but that can only 
be the case until he believes on the Son of God, and was at one 
time as true of Saul, ef ‘Tarsus, as any other man; but that is 
not a prediction that the unbeliever should never be converted 
and have life. The veracity of God, is indeed that which gives 
stability to the believer’s hope. But the same divine veracity 
assures us that when the sinner, who may have long been im- 
penitent, shall return to the Lord, he shall have the same stable 
hope. Upon the whole there is not a single thing noticed in 
this last paragraph, which contributes in the smallest degree 
to support the doctrine of eternal misery. ‘There is nothing 
in all the scripture that can by the rales of just interpretation, 
give the smallest countenance to the horrible idea. ‘Lhe whole 
scope of revelation establishes the precious truth, that every 
japsed being, shall be converted and turned to God with the 
whole heart. I challenge the author, or any other man, to pro- 
duce from the scriptures, a positive declaration from God, 
that any creature that ever was, is, or ever will be, shall con- 
tinue to all eternity in a state of positive opposition to the will 
of God. Until that is shewn there can be no foundation upon 
which the doctrine of eternal misery can possibly be establish- 
ed; nothing but bold assertions, arising from a few mis-trans- 
lations, and some very gross misconstructions of the sacred 
scriptures, to support a horrible hypothesis of human inyen- 
tion, diametrically opposite to the whole of the adorable cha- 
racter of the Father of Mercies, and to the whole scope of the 
divine testimony ; for there can be no right construction of the 
scriptures which contradicts or misrepresents the character of 
the Great Supreme Being. Such is his long suffering goodness 
that he waiteth that he may be gracious, when the means which 
his mercy employs, shall have thew proper effect in turning 
the hearts of the obstinate sinners, when the Lord will have 
mercy upon them, for our God will abundantly pardon. 

it is indeed much to be lamented that so many worthy Chris- 
tians, both of the learned and of the unlearned, should be so 
inisled by an erroneous doctrine which so greatly obscures the 
glory of the divine character, and mars their own comfort. 

The sequel of “ the Essay” is intended to notice some of 
the most common and plausible objections to the doctrine of 
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eternal misery. If the author of the essay will take the trouble 
of reading these few pages, he may find some objections to that 
doctrine, which I believe he will not find it easy to refute, con- 
sistently with the divine testimony. I believe he will find no 
abuse nor harsh personalities in these pages. I know that 
none such were intended; my intentions and principles forbid 
giving cause of offence to my neighbour, who differs from me 
in opinion. I love and pity those whom I think mistaken, and 
therefore do not write in anger. I believe that God loves, and 
will bring them to repentance—He will forgive and save them. 
FD. 








‘© ESSAY ON FUTURE PUNISHMENT.” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 87.) 


The advocate for the doctrine of endless misery charges the 
advocates of the doctrine of universal restoration with crimi- 
nally wresting the word of God, as will be perceived by the 
following quotation. : 


“ 4. The advocates for universal restoration alledge many pas- 
sages of the scriptures as direct proofs of their doctrine. How 
criminally they wrest the word of God, we shall now proceed to 
show.” 


T'o which side of the question this charge will best lay, we 
shall now proceed to examine. We are aware that it is too 
often the case for polemic writers to recriminate one another ; 
but of all these matters the public must finally judge; and at 
the same time, we are fully sensible, that-every charge of this 
kind, unless it is fully made out, operates against the cause of 
him who brings it. But without attempting to recriminate 
others, we are certainly justifiable in vindicating and clear- 
ing ourselves, from a charge so unjust as that of * criminally,” 
that is, intentionally, wresting the scriptures; for what is not 
intentional cannot be criminal. What portions of scripture, 
are those which Universalists are said to have wrested? An- 
swer. ‘All those'texts which declare that the Son of God died 
for the whole world, for every man, &c.’? Now, why are they 
said to wrest those scriptures? Answer. Because they under- 
stand them to mean what they say, and (as we conceive ) for 
no other reason. 

Because we do not understand the doctrine of atonement, or 
reconciliation, in the same light as Presbyterians, we are not 
allowed to make any use of the universality of the language 
applied to the death of Christ. What if there be a class of 
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Christians, who are so inconsistent with themselves as to hold 
to universal redemption, and at the same time limit its ul- 
timate effects to a small portion of the human race? This is 
nothing to us. We say, where there is no reconciliation there 
is no atonement, and where there is reconciliation there is 
salvation. Therefore, atonement, redemption, and salvation, 
are nearly synonymous terms. ‘The only Greek word in the 
New ‘Testament rendered atonement is <eraaacys (Rom. v. 
11,) which signifies reconciliation, nothing less nor more, and 
is sorendered, 1 Cor. v. 18, 19, which see. But hear the 
language of our opponent. ‘ That Christ did not purpose to 
give eternal life to sinners dying impenitent, has been fully 
proved in the former part of these remarks.”” How fully 
proved? Christ says, ** I came not ive «piv to judge (or con- 
demn) the world, but ive cacw to save the world.” John xii. 
47. Thou hast given him (the son of man) power over all 
flesh that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him.” Chap. xvii. 2. The condition, therefore, on 
which any one is to have eternal life, is, their being given to 
Christ, and not whether they die penitent or impenitent: for 
if they die penitent he does not give them eternal life because 
they die penitent, for this would be making a merit of that 
which is their bounden duty; and if, unfortunately, they should 
die impenitent, nothing more is necessary than to give them 
that repentance which is unto life, never to be repented of, 
which is implied in giving them eternal life. ‘The only ques- 
tion, therefore, is, whether all are given to Christ or not. 
The scriptures on this subject, which we are charged with 
wresting, run thus: ** Ask of me, and i will give thee the hea- 
then, thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth, 
thy possession.” Ps. it. 8. But our opponent says, ‘* He 
(Christ) pronounced upon all such (viz. sinners dying impe- 
nitent) the sentence of eternal misery in the strongest language 
possible, that is, in negative terms: 'Fhey ¢ shall not see life.’ 
Of one sin he declares, ¢ it shall not be forgiven.’ Of the pu- 
nishment of the wicked it is said, ‘ their worm dieth not—their 
fire is not quenched.’ It is called ‘ unquenchable fire.’ ”? These 
are all the passages which our opponent has quoted on this sub- 


_ject, which he says express * the sentence of eternal misery 


in the strongest language possible.”? But unfortunately for 
him, there is not a single word about eternity, nor in relation 
to unalterable state, in all of them. We do not say that he “ cri- 
minally”’ wrests the word of God, because we have no doubt 
but that he really believes that eternal duration is implied: but 
then no such thing is expressed, neither has he offered one 
word of argument to show that that must be the meaning. 

We shall not go into a full reply tothe second subdivision of 
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this article, because it is evident that our opponent does not 
fully understand the arguments of Mr. Winchester (against 
whom he seems to be pricipally labouring) or else he design- 
edly misrepresents. Universalists no moré believe in the sal- 
vation of impenitent sinners, while remaining impenitent, than 
Presbyterians. ‘That the apostle Paul was once an impeni- 
tent sinner, is evident from his own confession, otherwise he 
could not have been * chief;’? and the same cause which has 
converted one impenitent sinner, may, and will, if effectually 
applied, convert cach and every impenitent sinner: and we 
ask our opponents by what authority they limit this power, and 
say, * hitherto shalt thou come, but no further.” 

In speaking of the reconciliation of all things if our oppo- 
nent could show a single exception of an unreconciled being 
he would do something; but his speaking of things which are 
not capable of unreconciliation, not being intelligent, or of 
beings, though intelligent, yet, who never were unreconciled, 
such as holy angels for instance, is saying just nothing to the 
purpose; because it is evident that the subject or doctrine of 
reconciliation never could embrace any thing more than un- 
reconciled beings. 'The reconciliation of all things, therefore, 
includes these, and these only. 

The fifth argument in favour of universal salvation, and 
against the doctrine of endless misery which our opponent has 
attempted to answer, is predicated on the words rendered 
‘+ forever, forever and ever, eternal, &c.’’ In answer to our 
opponent on this part of the subject, in addition to the commn- 
nication of our friend T. D. which we have published in this 
number, and which we think sufficient, we would refer our 
veaders to an article on the duration of «:aviov aionian, pub- 
lished in vol. I. p. 147, which has not been answered by any 
one, and which, without boasting, we honestly believe to be 
unanswerable. 

Our oppenert proceeds, 


“ 6, Having disposed of the leading topics of defence, taken by 
our adversaries from the scriptures, we proceed to consider one re- 
maining objection to eternal punishment grounded ov the suppo- 
sition of its injustice. It is affirmed that endless mi-ery is beyond 
all proportion to the sins committed in the short period of human 


or 66 
Ate, 


We see nothing very cogent in our epponent’s reply to this 
objection. Whatever may be said about the infinitude of * the 
obligations which sin always violates,” it must be obvious to 
every candid mind that there can be no justice in infinite cruel- 
iy: and a being infinitely cruel could do no worse than to 


make a dependent creatare endlessly miserable. Uf any cren- 






































® 


— 
oii 
ies > oe taal ‘ 
ait, ‘ 





oe ad 





Sto Se 
vet e ; 
oS ne ne 





ite 
Hatin es i : 
a 
‘al ee 
io eRe 
REE He } + 
i Rt \ 
ap Mit ad eal 
pee? } 
Bima nel. 
a Sh 
pe to ae 
ie ts AD 
Bi tt ok Ik 
week 
iy a it 
fi 
ay { 
ait au 
f my 
: ne 





1 sah Remarks on an Inquiry of Tyre. 


ture has rendered himself altogether unworthy of existence, 
let it be taken from him. If there be no mercy in such a pu- 
nishment, there is no cruelty. But, to first shut the door 
against repentance, so that the sinner is debarred from having 
that privilege granted, and then to punish him eternally be- 


cause he is impenitent, if this be not cruelty, what is it ? 
(To be continued. ) 
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FOR THE PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


REMARKS ON “ AN INQUIRY,” AS PUBLISHED IN THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN MAGAZINE FOR JULY, 1822, P. 319. 


Mr. Editor.— When the Presbyterian Magazine made its first 
appearance, we thought that Universalism would meet with a 
check; we looked round for leaders, but behold there was no 
leader of the host but Abner! yet our hearts did not fail us, 
truth is great and must prevail, even against the united efforts 
of twelve reverend divines. It was not long before Univer- 
salism was threatened. A second John Gilpin took an aeriel 
excursion on the orthodox donkey, was ran away with, and 
returned to the place just where he started from; with the loss 
of his feathers. Like the Dutchman of Deidrich he ran four 
miles to jump over a hill, but having arrived at the foot, he 
concluded he would turn back again! The race pleased us so 
much that the hobby must be rode again, if we even loan a pair 
of spurs. 

The Presbyterian Magazine, for July, 1822, contains the 
following judicious “ Inquiry,” which, perhaps, will be well 
to insert in your useful Magazine. It is signed Tyro, page 
$19, and is as follows: 


Rev. Editor.—I hope that the following difficulties will be solved 
by some of your correspondents. After some study and thought upon 
the subject, I cannot see how the doctrine of “ God’s eternal de- 
cree,” can be upheld consistently with the idea of the Almighty’s 


justice, which the tenor of the scriptures gives us. 


In the Confession of Faith (chap tii. see. 3.) it is declared, “ By 
the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and 
angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, and others fore- 
ordained unto everlasting death.”"* Now, if this decree be immuta- 
ble, as all the decrees of Jehovah are, and if, as the next section 
reads “ Their number (the elect) is so certain and definite, that it 
cannot be either increased, or diminished,”t where is the necessity 
of preaching the gospel, or evangelizing the heathen? Or how can 
this doctrine be reconciled with the inspired invitations, “ Come 


“Rom, ix. 22, 25. Eph. i. 5, 6. 


¢ 2 Tim.ii.19. John. xiii. 18. 
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oe 


unto me all ye that labour—Ho! every one that thirsteth, &c.? 
And how will we account for the fall of Satan and other angels 
from their exalted state of bliss? 

Again, in section 5th, we read that God predestinated the elect 
‘“ out of his mere free grace, and love, without any foresight of faith 
er good works, or perseverance in either of them, or any other thing 
in the creature, as conditions or causes moving him thereunto.” How 
does this accord with the declaration in the first chapter of the first 
epistle general of Peter, where the apostle salutes the churches as 
“elect aceording to the foreknowledge (xara royvaciv) of God 
the Father ?” Tyrro. 


We have been much pleased with the remarks of Tyro; 
and the only fault we find with him, is, that he proceeds too 
much like his brethren—A certain king said to the Royal So- 
ciety, ** Which weighs the most, a live fish or a dead one ?” 
‘The dead one, cried out a number of philosophers. Ridiculous! 
cried the others, surely the live one weighs the most! and im- 
mediately a warm discussion took place, one party despising 
and insulting the other until challenges were exchanged. ‘The 
king smiling at the contention, ordered a pair of scales to be 
brought. He took a live fish, and weighed it; then killed it, 
and weighed it again, and it weighed exactly the same as be- 
fore. Now I would say te the philosopher T'yro, “ weigh the 
fish before you theorize upon it,’? and what a queer fish he will 
find it! Ifhe will only take the trouble to examine the pas- 
sages of scripture quoted, he will find the true weight of the 
‘¢ Confession of Faith,’ (chap. iii. sec. 3.) 

‘* Hath not the potter power over the clay of the same lump, 
to make one vessel unto honour and another unto dishonour. 
What if God, willing to shew his wrath and to make his power 
known, endured with much long suffering the vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction.’? Rom. ix. 22, 23. 

Is there any thing here respecting predestination unto ever- 
lasting life, or foreordination unto everlasting death? 

To be sure there is a destruction spoken of, not of the non- 
clect millions of the world, but of Israel, as ver. 30, if this be 
everlasting death, what did the apostle mean in chap. xi? 
‘* Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid, but 
rather through their fall, salvation is come unto the Gentiles 
for to provoke them to jealousy, now if the fall of them be the 
riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles, how much more their fulness.”? “ If the casting 
away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead.” The apostle, it 
appears, was not a Presbyterian; as he did not say “if you 
will take my advice, withdraw your minds from a curious 
search into this mystery.” In Rom. xi. 25, he advises thus ; 
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‘* T would not brethren that ye should be ignorant of this inys- 
tery, (lest ye should be wise in your own conceits,) that blind- 
ness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the 
Gentiles be come in, and so all Israel shall be saved.”’ How 
many degrees does this differ from Universalism? The next 
passage referred to by T'yro, is, Eph. i. 5,6. ** Having pre- 
destinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ, to 
himself according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise 
of the glory of his grace wherein he hath made us accepted in 
the beloved :”? compare this also with the confession of faith, 
and shew the difference: if men cannot see it, “ they have 
eves and see not.” ‘The apostle even in this chapter courts in- 
vestigation. We are informed by him, that God “ having 
made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself, that in the 
dispensations of the fullness of times, he might gather together 
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth even in him.” See ver. 9, 10. If all does 
not mean the whole, which are limited, * all things in heaven 
or all things on earth?’’ St. Paul preached the same doctrine 
the Universalists profess ; he certainly tells us nothing of tlie 
everlasting death, mentioned in the confession of faith. 

‘¢ Their number (the elect) is so certain and definite, that it 
cannot be either increased or diminished,’? Conf. : this is sup- 
posed to be proved by 2 ‘Tim. ii. 19. ** Nevertheless the foun- 
dation of God standeth sure having this seal, the Lord knoweth 
them that are his; and let every one that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity.”? We read of the overthrowal of 
‘‘ the faith of some,”’ and that there are vessels of honour and 
of dishonour, but nothing of a definite number; for, see ver. 
21, * If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be 
a vessel unto honour, sanctified and meet for the master’s use, 
and prepared unto every good work.”’ 

The next evidence is adduced from John xiii. 18. « I speak 
not of you all; I know whom I have chosen; but that the 
scripture may be fulfilled. He that eateth bread with me hath 
lifted up his heel against me.”” Now if this is to prove the 
definite and certain number of the elect, then one man in every 
twelve will be non-elect! How will this suit Presbyterians ? 
will it agree with the rule of proportion, as taught by the Pat- 
tersonian Revival? eleven. twelfths of mankind to be saved! 
Oh, *twill never do! Alas our creed makers missed it; they 
thought it was nwmber spoken of in Jolin xiii. 18, whereas it 
was merely a choice of a person for a certain office, and thus 
on the twelve disciples have they built the Babel tower of 
election and reprobation; and if its summit proudly towers 
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amid clouds, it only tends to cloud the understandings of the 
Shinar builders. 

Let it not, for a moment, be supposed that we wish to dis- 
courage ‘l'yro; on the contrary, we admire that noble spark 
of independence which appears to beam in his mind, and may 
God enable him to fan it into a flame that will consume the 
stubble, so that it leave it neither root nor branch. One thing 
let us repeat, when you find a creed with texts of scripture to 
aid it, first examine those texts, and instead of theorizing, put 
the fish in the scales. 

‘I'he Editors of the Magazine instead of giving a candid an- 
swer to the interesting queries of Tyro, merely quote a page 
or so * from the works of the learned and excellent Roberi 
Leighton, D. D., some time Bishop of Dunblane, and after- 
wards Archbishop of Glasgow.” We shall therefore take the 
liberty of remarking on the article, more especially as the 
editors have put on the armour of Goliah. 

The first thing that occurs to the reader is the wonderfu! 
consistency of the Calvinistic mode of defence. 'Their doctrine 
being in some degree heathenish, their predestination, bein; 
only the “ fate’? of the ancients, they quote in proof of it the 
sayings of Plato, the Stagyrite, Homer, Euripides and Zeno, 
which display the doctrine of the ‘ Confessions of Faith,” 
much better than the bible. 

‘* What perverseness, or rather madness, is it to endeavour 
to break into the sacred repositories of heaven,” (where are 
they ?) * and pretend to accommodate those secrets of the divine 
kingdom to the measures and methods of our weak capacities.” 
Truly it is wrong to endeavour to get possession of these se- 
erets, and much more so to divulge them, and we further agree 
with the learned D. D. in his words, ** To say the truth f ac- 
knowledge that I am astonished, and greatly at a loss when i 
hear learned men and professors of theology, talking presuimp- 
tuously about the order of the divine decrees, and when i read 
such things in their works.” What a pity he had not taken 
the hint, perhaps his brethren may, and leave off the idle taics 
about God’s decreeing men to “ everlasting death !” 

‘** Who sees not, that on the supposition of the most absolute 
decree, this liberty is not taken away, but rather established 
and confirmed? For the decree is, that such an one shall male 
choice of, or do some particular thing freely.’ i this is not 
forcing a man to turn volunteer, what is it? Compare the fol- 
lowing, “‘ One thing we may confidently assert, that all those 
things which the great Creator produces in different periods of 
time, were perfectly known to him, and as it were presence 
with him from eternity ; and every thing that happens througi:- 
oul the seccral ages of the world, proceeds in the same order and 












































x > oe 
er in TE, 
cod . 


wet eh ry 
<<! Sachin wen eG =a eg 
SS ; aaa, 

av oan. pxeoee 

ey 4 rue al rn 

War ss ae a 

E - ie? tae 

yal ats 


start 








128 | Retrospective Analysis. 


the same precise manner as the eternal mind at first intended ii 
should??—Is a commentary necessary here ? we think it would 
be an insult to common sense. 

Paul wrote to Timothy, * God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear, but of power and of love, and of a sound mind.’? The 
learned D. D. writes, “ think and speak of God and his secrets 
with fear and trembling, but dispute very little about them.” 
This is excellent advice, and was intended to produce an effect 
on Tyro. It is consistent with Calvinism, for let man once 
speak and think as Paul did without fear and trembling, and 
reason will soon extinguish all the heathenish fables of the 
moderns. 

Mr. Editor, we claim no title of D.D. yet we are not 
*¢ tossed and distressed with doubts and difficulties ;’? and sel- 
dom “ apply to men of greater learning,’’ because we prefer 
the simple truth of the bible to all the education of colleges. 
If you should think proper to publish mere unadorned common 
sense we are satisfied. Z. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
RETROSPECTIVE ANALYSIS. 


Art. 4. Feyler’s Prize Dissertations. Vol. viii. (Continued 
from p. 94.) 

The second part of Mr. Kop’s dissertation is intended to 
give directions for uniting zeal with prudence, in defending 
truth. Having clearly defined what we are here to understand 
truth to be, viz. the divinity of the doctrines of Christ, and 
their great design to promote our perfection and happiness ; 
and by zeal, a sincere desire, and endeavour to propagate a 
rational belief of the former, and to persuade men to comply 
with the latter, he next directs his attention to the proper 
exertion of zeal. 1. In maintaining and propagating truth, 
and 2. in removing those obstacles which tend to obstruct its 
progress. The requisites for this purpose have been so often 
pointed out by every writer on the subject, and will so readily 
occur, that it would be tedious to dwell long upon them. We 
shall therefore content ourselves with almost barely enumerat- 
ing them. 

Prudent zeal in maintaining and propagating truth, requires, 
that we have a sufficient knowledge of the truth, and of the 
evidences by which it is supported; that we strictly adhere to 
the maxim, never to do evil that good may come from it ; that 
we use no other means to support it than reason and argu- 
ment; that in defending it, we be calm and moderate, care- 
fully guarding against all bursts of passion and violence of 
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temper, and have a proper regard to time and place; that we 
be firm and undaunted, and be ready to sacrifice our wordly 
interests, and even life itself, if need be, for the cause of truth; 
though, at the same time, we ought to be circumspect, not to 
draw inconveniences upon ourselves unnecessarily ; not to 
throw pearls before swine, but, when all hope of safety, or 
of being useful in the place or country, where our efforts seem 
in vain, to remove, if it be possible, to some happier clime, 
where we may be allowed to live in peace, and have a prospect 
of being serviceable to our fellow beings. 

The obstacles to truth are pre-admitted errors. To combat 
these with success, we must possess a conciliating, winning 
address, joined with all sincerity; penetration, judgment, pru- 
dence, coolness, meeckness, and perseverance; and, with re- 
spect to those things, which are to be considered as rather 
useless and superfluous than as pernicious, Mr. K. judiciously 
advises not to intermeddle with them. He likewise cautions 
against entering the field of controversy without sutlicient abi- 
lities ; lame, and inconclusive arguments, always injuring the 
cause in support of which they are brought forward; and, 
against imputing to any, all the tenets of that sect by whose 
name they may happen to be called. He concludes with some 
observations on the method of removing two of the principal ob- 
structions to impartial enquiry and rational conviction, viz. 
human authority, and prejudice. 

The second dissertation in this volume is by the Rev. Hen- 
drick Van Voorst, pastor of the Anabaptists at Oostzaandam. 
In the first chapter, after having defined indifference with re- 
spect to religious truths, to consist in a shameful inattention to 
or an outward disregard of all that relates to religion, he men- 
tions as its sources, ignorance, thoughtlessness, a too great 
fondness for sensual pleasures, and worldly pursuits, and a 
determined resolution, springing from a desire to appear sin- 
gular, or from an inordinate love of ease, or of temporal ho- 
nours and emoluments. He then, in his second chapter, shews 
the unreasonableness of indifference, from the nature of man 
as endued with reason, and more especially if he be also fa- 
voured with the knowledge of a divine revelation; from the 
unbounded goodness and mercy of God to mankind, manifested 
in the Christian dispensation; and, from its pernicious effects 
on social and civil life, by weakening the obligations of virtue, 
which he very aptly illustrates by several historical facts. In 
the last chapter, after distinguishing indifference from tolera- 
tion, and observing, that unless a man is forced to leave a 
communion by persecution, or differs, in what he believes to 
be essentials, from that church of which he is a member, he 
does not deserve to be branded with indifference if he remain 
Vou. I. R 
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in the communion ; but, on the contrary, he may be more use- 
ful by remaining than if he quitted it; Mr. V. then gives the 
following directions for uniting prudence with zeal, in the de- 
fence of truth; that one must possess a sufficient knowledge of 
truth, and not embrace or reject opinions on mere presumption, 
and without due examination, and conviction of their truth or 
falsity ; that we must distinguish between doctrines and du- 
ties of importance, and those of little moment, and, by a conci- 
liatory manner, and a due regard to time and place, endeavour 
to reconcile differences ; that we must not impute to any, con- 
sequences which they themselves do not admit; thatin proving 
doctrines from scripture, we must make use of clear, plain pas- 
sages, the sense of which ts in perfect accordance with the analo- 
gy of scripture, and not of detached and obscure texts, which 
men may torture according to their fancies; that. we must 
avoid uncharitable judgments of others, merely because they 
differ from ourselves, for differences of opinion are unavoid- 
able, and, during the present dispensation of things, even ne- 
cessary; and, finally, as a consequence from all the preceding, 
that we must be zealous, both in teaching and example, to pro- 
mote virtuous conduct. 

The third dissertation, written originally in Latin, but here, 
according to the rules of the Society, translated into Dutch, 
is by the Rev. U. L. Browne, D. D. of the English Church, 
afterwards professor of ecclesiastical history and moral philo- 
sophy, in the University of Utrecht. 

The doctrine begins, by drawing a line of distinction between 
indifference and moderation, and between indifference and un- 
belief, though these last, he very correctly observes, often 
tend to produce the same effects, and the former, indifference, 
is generally built on a certain degree of the latter; and he 
mentions, as the principal causes of indifference, a natural in- 
sensibility and coldness of disposition, and a ‘vant of proper, or 
a mistaken religious education. He then points out its perni- 
cious effects, both with respect to ourselves and to others, and 
compares them with the opposite tendency of sincere and ac- 
tive religion. Here we meet with a great deal of good decla- 
mation ; but it is too vague and general to throw much light 
on the subject. There appears to be much obscurity connect- 
ed with the doctor’s opinions in regard to what are religious 
truths, but his directions for defending and propagating truths, 
breathes the greatest liberality. The means he advises for 
this purpose are, carefully to enquire into, and be thoroughly 
persuaded of what is truth ; to make this persuasion appear by 
its uniform influence on every part of our conduct; to allow 
to every one an unrestrained liberty of enquiry ; and to be 
firm, patient, and persevering in the maintenance of truth. 
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The last dissertation in this volume is by the Rev. Jacob 
Kniper, Minister among the Anabaptists at Deventer; and, 


in point of order and accuracy, deserves no small degree of 


commendation. 

Having rescued from the charge of indifference those who 
will not attach themselves to any human religious system, as 
set forth in any creed or confession of faith, composed by men, 
but who only believe so far, as, after due examination, they 
become convinced ; and those, to whatever sect they may be- 
long, who allow to others an unrestrained freedom of sentiment, 
and display universal toleration, he stamps the following with 
the title of indifference; the sensual and worldly minded, who 
think of nothing but the gratification of their lusts and pas- 
sions; the blind, servile, though often, at the same time, 
zealous followers of any particular sect; those, who think it 
suflicient to submit themselves to the forms of religion, with- 
out any concern whether the doctrines and practices of the 
church to which they are attached be true, or not; and lastly, 
unbelievers, who look upen all religion as superstition, or, as 
merely a political invention. 

This enumeration shows likewise, the sources from which 
indifference proceeds ; namely, want of thought; an opinion 
of being already in possession of the entire truth; that the Su- 
preme Being is indifferent, whether mankind embrace either 
truth or error; and, that religion is of no importance, or, that 
no religion is founded in truth. 

The unreasonableness of indifference, Mr. K. proves in avery 
clear and forcible manner, from the considerations, that it is 
our duty to use our reasonable faculties for those purposes for 
which they are qualified; that, therefore, we must not rest 
satisfied with the first notions that have been instilled into our 
minds, or, commit ourselves blindly to the guidance of others, 
but, that we ought to exercise our own judgments, especially 
in religious matters, which are of the greatest importance to 
us, and by research and investigation, endeavour to arrive at 
certainty and satisfaction ; that both as individuals and as a 
species, we are capable of progressive improvement; that itis 
not indjfferent to our heavenly Creator what ideas we enter- 
tain of him, and how he is served, nor indifferent to human 
society what kind of religion is embraced and inculcated. 

The directions he gives for the exertion of prudent zeal in 
religion are, that it must be united with knowledge; it must 
use no other means than reason and argument; it must al- 
ways keep in view, as its great end, the advancement of vir- 
tue; and that those who would exert it, must themselves be 
virtuous. 
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ArticiEe V. An sllustration of various important passages 
in the Episthes of the New Testament, from our Lord’s Declara- 
tion, that the kingdom of heaven was at hand ; from his prophe- 
cies of the destruction of Jerusalem, &c. with a new Interpreta- 
tion of St. Paul’s Man of Sin. By N. Nisbett, M.A. Lon- 
don, 1789. 

The primary purport of this very ingenious, important, and 
interesting publication is to show, that the several declara- 
tions of Jesus, Matt. xiiimxvi—xxiii—xxiv—xxv. Mark viii 
«jx—xiii. Luke xxi. &c. &c. in relation to the end (rev 
w:avos) Of the world, his approaching kingdom, his coming 
“in the glory of his father with his holy angels,” the judg- 
ment of the world and its consequences, all relate to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and to the establishment of Chris- 
tianity on the ruins of Judaism. It is divided into five sections. 

In the first, the author shows the strong connection that ex- 
ists between the declarations of Jesus, concerning his coming, 
and the prophecies of the Old Testament; after reading which, 
our author thinks it is scarcely possible to entertain a doubt, 
that our Lord’s language was borrowed from them: and, he 
thinks it not less certain that he applied it to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and of the Jews as a nation.—The preceding 
context requiring that this language should be restricted to 
these events, which are afterwards declared, by our Saviour, 
to be among the things that should come to pass in that gene- 
ration.* 

In the second section, our author examines the effects which 
those declarations and prophecies had upon the apostles, after 
the descent of the Holy Spirit, and more particularly, after 
the vocation of the Gentiles; and here again he finds that 
they uniformly considered them as to be fulfilled in that gene- 
ration. : 

The third section contains an enquiry, whether St. Paul, or 
the ‘Uhessalonians, thought the day of Judgment was at hand; 
with an examination of the two Epistles to the Thessalonians, 
and an * accurate interpretation of the man of Sin,” &c. 
This latter part is, at least, ingenious, and there are many 
good things in the former ; but from some of the author’s po- 
sitions, laid down in this section, we should feel it our duty 
to dissent. 7 

Section the fourth, contains an examination of the two 
Fpistles of St. Peter, with a view to the right understanding 
of the third chapter of his second Epistle, respecting the dis- 


* Corroborative of Mr N’s argument there is, we think, a strong passage 10 
St. Jotin’s Gospel, which he does not appear to have adverted to: * Jf J will 
that he tarry uxrtih I coms, what is that to thee.””—John xxi. 22 
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yolution of the heavens and the earth, &c. all of which our au- 
thor very correctly applies to the destruction of the Jewish 
carnal economy, and the substitution of a new spiritual king- 
dom in its place. 

In this section, Mr. N. offers, with great modesty, a new 
interpretation of a very puzzling passage, the 19th verse of 
the third chapter of the first Epistle, which he renders thus, 
‘with this view, (¢v ‘@#) when the long sufferings of God wait- 
ed, Noah, in those days, went and preached to the spirits that 
were formerly disobedient, for their preservation, (21 @uaaxn) 
having prepared an ark, &c.” 

The fifth and last section consists of observations on the 
three first chapters of the Revelations, tending to ascertain 
the time when John wrote them; which, contrary to the re- 
ceived opinion, our author thinks, was before, and not after, 
the destruction of Jerusalem. 

As the conclusive result of the whole enquiry, Mr. Nisbett 
makes the following reflections: 

ist. That there is a close and intimate connection between 
the Old and New ‘Testaments, on this, as well as on every 
other subject. 

2d. That the Epistles afford the most genuine internal marks 
of truth. in the very nature of the things discussed in them. 

$d. ‘That the Prophecies of our Lord, and the declarations 
of his apostles, concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, with 
their accomplishment, bring the proof of the truth of Chris- 
tianity within a very narrow compass. 

4th. That closely connected with the preceding reflection 
is the cause of the unhappy fate of the Jewish nation. 

5th. That, from the history of past times, we may easily 
learn how faithful God is to execute his promises; that he 
cannot lie, but will execute what he has determined. 

The above is a hasty outline of the contents of a tract, which 
we cannot but heartily recommend to the attention of those 
who wish to understand the scriptures, or undertake to coim- 
ment on them. A, v, K. 








BIGOTRY. 


The author of the “ Emerald Isle,” in a speech at a meet- 
ing of the Catholics of Dublin, thus personifies Bigolry: 

*«¢ She has no head, and cannot think—no heart, and cannot 
feel !—When she moves, it is in wrath—when she pauses, it is 
amid ruin—her prayers are curses—her God is a Demon—her 
communion is death—her vengeance is eternity!—her Deca- 
logue is written in the blood of her victims—and, if she stops 
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for a moment in her infernal flight, it is upon some kindred 
rock, to whet her vulture fang for keener rapine, and replume 
her wing for a more sanguinary desolation !”’ 

This prosopopela will “not suffer in a comparison with Jhil- 
ion’s Sin and Death, or Curran’s Informer. 








FROM THE BOSTON UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Pi ‘aceedings of the General Convention of Universalists, of the 
New-Eng cland States and others, in annual session, at War- 
ner, WV. H. September 18th and 19th, 1822. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the Convention 
met at the hall of Br. George, on the evening of the 
17th, and opened the council with solemn and devout prayer, 
by Br. Samuel C. Loveland. And 

ist. Chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Moderator. 

2d. Chose Br. S. C. Loveland and Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. 
Clerks. 

Sd. Proceeded to read and examine the letters from various 
societies, and the credentials of the delegates, which furnished 





just occasion for rational joy of heart, and gratitude to our 


common ‘Father in heaven, for the prosperity which he has 
kindly sent to our Sion the year past. 

4th. Pursuant to requests from Societies in Cambridgeport, 
(Mass.) New-London and Wilmot, (N. H.) and Strafford, 
(Vt.) to be received into the fellowship of the General Conven- 
tion, voted that said requests be granted. 

5th. Chose Brs. Sebastian Streeter, Hosea Ballou and Rus- 
sell Streeter, a committee to attend to requests, either for let- 
ters of fellowship, or for ordination, and to report thereon. 

6th. Adjourned until the morning of the 18th at 8 o’clock, 
A.M. Prayer by gah Elias Smith. 

7th. Met on the morning of Wednesday; Prayer by Br. 
Hosea Ballou. 

8th. Called on the Committees which were appointed last 
year to visit the several associations in connexion with the 
General Convention, who gave favourable representations con- 
cerning the good work of “the Redeemer’s grace in the north, 
ihe south, the east and the west. 

Sth. Adjourned to attend public services. The order of the 
morning service was as follows: 

Br. Kittridge Haven, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. Hi. Ballou, ed. the Sermon from Rom. i. 2 25, * Who 
changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
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served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for- 
ever. Amen.” 
Br. Asa Pricst, the concluding Prayer. 
Afternoon Service. 
Br. Sebastian Streeter, the introductory 
Br. Elias Smith, the Sermon from Daniel vii. 


Prayer. 


13, 14, ** And 


I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the son of 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the ancient 


of days, and they brought him near before him. And there 
was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his domi- 
nion is an everlasting dominion. which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 

Concluding Prayer, Br. John E. Palmer. 

Evening Service on Wednesday. 

Br. Russell Streeter, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. Sylvanus Cobb, the Sermon. from St. John iii. 35, 36. 
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into 
his hand.—He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” 

Br. Benjamin Whittemore, the concluding Prayer. 

10th. Appointed Brs. John E. Palmer, isaac Whitnall and 
Asa Priest, a Committee to visit the Western Association to 
be holden in the town and county of Otsego, (N. Y.) on the 
first Wednesday and Thursday of June, 1823. 

11th. Appointed Brs. Robert Bartlett, S. C. Loveland, kh. 
Haven and Elias Smith, a Committee to visit the Northern 
Association; to be holden in Barre, (¥t.) the first Wednesday 
and Thursday in October next. 

12th. Appointed Brs. Tl. Ballou, R. Streeter and Joshua 
Flagg, a Committee to visit the Eastern Association, to be 
holden in Waterville, (Me.) on the first Wednesday and ‘Vhurs- 
day in June, 1823. 

13th. Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, 2d. Elias Smith, and Tho- 
mas Whittemore, a Committce to visit the Southern Assoctia- 
tion to be holden at Western, (Mass.) on the 2d Wednesday 
in December next. 

14th. Adjourned until Thursday, 3 o’clock, A. M. 
by Br. Geo. W. Brooks. 

15th. Thursday morning met according to adjournment.— 
Prayer by Br. Lemuel W illis. 

16th. The Committee appointed to consider requests for let- 
ters of fellowship or ordination, reported that it is expedient to 
srant letters of fellowship to Brs. Thomas 1’. King, city of 
New-York, Linus S. Everett and Joseph Bradley, Hudson, 
(N. Y.) Lemuel Willis and Dolphus Skinner, Reading, / Vt.) 


Prayer 
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Hiram B. Clark, Brookfield, (Mass.); Asa Wheaton and Mas. 
sena B. Ballou, Boston, (Mass.); Hubbard H. Winchester. 
Halifax, (Vt.) and George W. Brooks. 

i7th. Voted to accept the above report. 

18th. Adjourned to attend public services. 

Order of the Morning Service. 

Br. S. C. Loveland, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. S. Streeter, the Sermon, from 1 John iii. 3, ** And every 
man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure.’ 

Br. D. Skinner, the concluding Prayer. 

Order of the Afternoon Service. 

Br. Joshua Flagg, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. H. Ballou, the Sermon, from Psalms xlvi. 4, There is 
a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God.” 

Br. R. Bartlett, the concluding Prayer. 

Order of the Evening Service. 

Br. R. Streeter, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. I. Whitnall, the Scrmon, from Acts xx. 32, ** And now, 
brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified.” 

Br. H. H. Winchester, the concluding Prayer. 

19th. Appointed Br. H. Ballou to arrange the Minutes of 
this session, and accompany the same with a Circular Let- 
ter, and to publish the whole in the Universalist Magazine as 
soon as convenient. 3 

20th. Voted to request the Editors of all the periodieal pa- 
pers of our order, to insert the Minutes and Circular at large 
in their respective publications. | 

2ist. Adjourned the General Convention, to be holden in 
Clinton, (N. Y.) on the third Wednesday and Thursday 1 
September, 1823. 

Prayer by our aged and much respected brother William 
Fairwell HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator. 

SamugEL C. Lovenanpn, Clerks 

Hosta Baxtov, 2d. t wise 


_— 


CIRCULAR. 

The General Convention of Universalists, to the various 
Churches and Societies in its social relation, to all who wish 
well to the cause of universal, impartial benevolence and 
grace, and especially to those who are employed, by the Shep- 
herd and Bishop of souls, to feed the flock of God with the 
bread and water of life, sends affectionate salutations of fra- 
ternal love and christian fellowship. 
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BreETHREN—On no former occasion has the General Con- 
vention realized, more sensibly, uccasions of joy and felicita- 
tion. The council was more numerous than usual, and the 
information which was obtained, from various parts of our 
highly favored country, was such as gave great joy of heart, 
comforting the brethren and strengthening their hands. No 
sooner did the brethren come together and reciprocate the af- 
fectionate salutations of christian fellowship and love, than the 
desirable effects of a uniting spirit were visible in every coun- 
tenance, as they were sensibly felt in every heart. The great- 
est harmony and the warmest brotherly love prevailed through-. 
out the whole session, directing our consultations and bringing 
them to most-happy results, in which the entire unanimity of 
the body was manifest. 

The public exercises were attended by numerous, crowded, 
and respectable assemblies, and a double portion of the spirit 
of grace and truth evidently possessed the hearts and lips of 
those who administered in holy things; and it was a most grate- 
ful sight to see the earnest and solicitous attention of congregar 
tions so numerous, to fervent prayers, supplications, interces- 
sions, and the giving of thanks for all men, which were oifer- 
ed to the throne of mercy, in the sanctuary, and to the dectrine 
of everlasting life, which dropped like the rain, which distilled 
like the dew, like small rain upon the tender herb, and like 
showers upon the grass; while tears of gratitude, to him who 
loved the world and sent us salvation by Jesus Christ, copious- 
ly flowed from a thousand eyes, while as many hearts were 
made the lively tablets of that law of love to God and man, on 
which hang all the law and the prophets. One spirit, one mind, 
and one heart gave life and energy to public devotion, and caus- 
ed many to realize how good and how pleasant a thing itis for 
brethren to dwell together in unity. To these weighty and 
heart-cheering considerations it is but just to add that the so- 
briety, decency and decorum which characterised the multitude, 
presented a most favourable specimen of the effects of the doc- 
trine of that grace, which embraces the eternal interest of all 
the ends of the earth, 

By epistolary and oral communications information was ob- 
tained, that in various parts, new Societies have been recently 
formed, which are destitute of a competent supply of public 
gifts and a regular ministery. ‘This circumstance necessarily 
recalls to mind the words of the blessed Redeemer, ‘* the har- 
vest truly is great, but the laborers are few ; pray ye, therefore, 
the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into 
his harvest.””? It seems expedient that we recommend to our 
brethren, not to despise the day of small things, nor neglect 
este themselves together for social worship for want of 
ou. UF. S 
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experienced, public gifts. The Saviour has left us this gra- 
cious promise, ** Where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Live coals lose 
their heat by being separated, but, united, they burn with in- 
creased fervor. Selected portions of the divine testimony may 
be read to great profit, and a few words offered in fervent 
prayer, when the heart is honest and sincere, will never be des- 
pised by him who knows the heart, because the petition is not 
framed by the scholar. Many, very many are the instances, 
in which a few sincere believers in the impartial grace of the 
Saviour, have met together in the spirit of truth, and enjoyed 
far sweeter comforts in their humble devotions than are tasted 
in crowded congregations, where empty eloquence lulls to 
drowsiness a fashionable, but thoughtless multitude. These 
suggestions are not designed to lessen a desire for public labors, 
nor to dissuade the brethren from earnestly coveting the best 
gifts ; but to incite to a due and proper improvement of all the 
means which a gracious Providence has furnished for the pro- 
motion of the great cause of religion, the spread of divine truth, 
and to sweeten the enjoyment of christian devotion. Thereis, 
indeed, great reason for encouragement; for our prayers have 
been heard by the head of the church, and a goodly number of 
laborers have recently been sent into the Saviour’s vineyard. 
No less than ten promising youths received letters of fellowship, 
to preach the glad tidings of the Saviour’s kingdom, at this ses- 
sion of the General Convention ; and they are recommended to 
the affections and patronage of our believing brethren at large, 
and to all our Societies; our prayers also accompanying them, 
that they may be faithful and successful in the arduous, but de- 
lightful labors of the ministration of reconciliation. For our 
further encouragement, we may notice the happy comparison 
between our present standing and our situation when some of 
our oldest public laborers first commenced in the ministry.— 
Then, not more than four or five individuals were engaged in 
the ministry of universal, impartial grace, in our country, nor 
were our Societies more numerous; but in the short space of 
twenty-five years marvellous things have astonished the observ- 
ing mind. ‘Then was the name of a Universalist an odium, 
and the doctrine he professed denounced as a most dangerous 
heresy ; at this time it is the only prevailing doctrine, and is 
doubtless the general sentiment of enlightened christians 
throughout N ew-England, and is fast advancing in the south 
and in the west, while societies are every where springing up, 
and public laborers are yearly multiplied. The Lord has tru- 
ly and effectually said to his Zion, “lengthen thy cords, 
strengthen thy stakes, break forth on the right hand and on the 
left.” 








Circular. 130 


A knowledge of what has, in past ages, taken place in the 
christian world, whereby the fellowship of the church has been 
destroyed, its union broken, and divisions and animosities in- 
troduced, induces us, most affectionately and tenderly to caution 
our brethren in the ministry, to direct all their energies of 
soul to keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace. 
Slight variations of opinions, respecting matters of uncertain 
speculations were seized on by ambitious, rival bishops, who 
loved their own aggrandizement more than the honor of the 
Saviour, and made the means of divisions and parties, which 
in the room of following Jesus Christ, became the dupes of 
those whose ambition they were devoted to maintain. The in- 
jurious consequences resulting from these divisions are record- 
ed in history, in lines of blood, and should serve as an awful 
admonition to us, that we never make our speculative opinions 
the bond of christian fellowship, but remember that even the 
true faith, being less than charity, should never be allowed to 
exclude its superior. 

Brethren, dearly beloved in the Lord, let us constantly unite 
our fervent prayers, that the happy union in which we have 
so long prospered, and which has rendered our little band so 
formidable to the common enemy, may forever continue, un- 
broken and unimpaired, and extend the savour of the name and 
doctrine of Jesus to the whole heritage of the Lord. 

‘hose who have just entered the vineyard of our Redeemer, 
will accept our hearty welcome. Welcome, brethren, to labors 
of love, to crosses and to crowns. A fervent solicitude is felt 
for your prosperity and usefulness, and we deem it expedient 
to warn you against the wiles of that enemy which sows dis- 
cord among brethren. Having lived and received your religi- 
ous educations in different parts of the country, and under the 
instructions of those who perhaps differ in some unessential 
opinions, you, no doubt, may have ideas differing from each 
other; but all this may turn to your advantage, and to the ad- 
vancement of the cause of truth, if you are cautious to let no 
difference of opinion operate to alienate your affections from 
each other. Be advised, therefore, to use every possible means 
to harmonize your affections, and to strengthen your union, 
that you may enjoy the sweets of brotherly love, and embrace 
each other in the bosom of that charity which is the bond of 
perfectness. 

That our opposers, of every class, who lavish on us the ac- 
cusation of holding to a doctrine which is licentious, because 
it embraces the whole human family in the covenant of divine 
grace, may have no evil thing to say against us, let us duly 
regard the testimony of an inspired apostle, who says—* ‘The 
grace of God, which bringeth salvation to all men, hath ap- 
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experienced, public gifts. The Saviour has left us this gra- 
cious promise, ** Where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Live coals lose 
their heat by being separated, but, united, they burn with in- 
creased fervor. Selected portions of the divine testimony may 
be read to great profit, and a few words offered in fervent 
prayer, when the heart is honest and sincere, will never be des- 
pised by him who knows the heart, because the petition is not 
framed by the scholar. Many, very many are the instances, 
in which a few sincere believers in the impartial grace of the 
Saviour, have met together in the spirit of truth, and enjoyed 
far sweeter comforts in their humble devotions than are tasted 
in crowded congregations, where empty eloquence lulls to 
drowsiness a fashionable, but thoughtless multitude. These 
suggestions are not designed to lessen a desire for public labors, 
nor to dissuade the brethren from earnestly coveting the best 
gifts ; but to incite to a due and proper improvement of all the 
means which a gracious Providence has furnished for the pro- 
motion of the great cause of religion, the spread of divine truth, 
and to sweeten the enjoyment of christian devotion. There is, 
indeed, great reason for encouragement; for our prayers have 
been heard by the head of the church, and a goodly number of 
laborers have recently been sent into the Saviour’s vineyard. 
No less than ten promising youths received letters of fellowship, 
to preach the glad tidings of the Saviour’s kingdom, at this ses- 
sion of the General Convention ; and they are recommended to 
the affections and patronage of our believing brethren at large, 
and to all our Societies; our prayers also accompanying them, 
that they may be faithful and successful in the arduous, but de- 
lightful labors of the ministration of reconciliation. For our 
further encouragement, we may notice the happy comparison 
between our present standing and our situation when some of 
our oldest public laborers first commenced in the ministry.— 
Then, not more than four or five individuals were engaged in 
the ministry of universal, impartial grace, in our country, nor 
were our Societies more numerous; but in the short space of 
twenty-five years marvellous things have astonished the observ- 
ing mind. ‘Then was the name of a Universalist an odium, 
and the doctrine he professed denounced as a most dangerous 
heresy ; at this time it is the only prevailing doctrine, and is 
doubtless the general sentiment of enlightened christians 
throughout New-England, and is fast advancing in the south 
and in the west, while societies are every where springing up, 
and public laborers are yearly multiplied. The Lord has tru- 
ly and effectually said to his Zion, “lengthen thy cords, 
strengthen thy stakes, break forth on the right hand and on the 
left.” 








=_——_l= 


“we 


we Wa. @ ' 


Mee 


Circular. 130 


A knowledge of what has, in past ages, taken place in the 
christian world, whereby the fellowship of the church has been 
destroyed, its union broken, and divisions and animosities in- 
troduced, induces us, most affectionately and tenderly to caution 
our brethren in the ministry, to direct all their energies of 
soul to keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace. 
Slight variations of opinions, respecting matters of uncertain 
speculations were seized on by ambitious, rival bishops, who 
loved their own aggrandizement more than the honor of the 
Saviour, and made the means of divisions and parties, which 
in the room of following Jesus Christ, became the dupes of 
those whose ambition they were devoted to maintain. The in- 
jurious consequences resulting from these divisions are record- 
ed in history, in lines of blood, and should serve as an awful 
admonition to us, that we never make our speculative opinions 
the bond of christian fellowship, but remember that even the 
true faith, being less than charity, should never be allowed to 
exclude its superior. 

Brethren, dearly beloved in the Lord, let us constantly unite 
our fervent prayers, that the happy union in which we have 
so long prospered, and which has rendered our little band so 
formidable to the common enemy, may forever continue, un- 
broken and unimpaired, and extend the savour of the name and 
doctrine of Jesus to the whole heritage of the Lord. 

‘hose who have just entered the vineyard of our Redeemer, 
will accept our hearty welcome. Welcome, brethren, to labors 
of love, to crosses and to crowns. A fervent solicitude is felt 
for your prosperity and usefulness, and we deem it expedient 
to warn you against the wiles of that enemy which sows dis- 
cord among brethren. Having lived and received your religi- 
ous educations tn different parts of the country, and under the 
instructions of those who perhaps differ in some unessential 
opinions, you, no doubt, may have ideas differing from each 
other; but all this may turn to your advantage, and to the ad- 
vancement of the cause of truth, if you are cautious to let no 
difference of opinion operate to alienate your affections from 
each other. Be advised, therefore, to use every possible means 
to harmonize your affections, and to strengthen your union, 
that you may enjoy the sweets of brotherly love, and embrace 
each other in the bosom of that charity which is the bond of 
perfectness. 

That our opposers, of every class, who lavish on us the ac- 
cusation of holding to a doctrine which is licentious, because 
it embraces the whole human family in the covenant of divine 
grace, may have no evil thing to say against us, let us duly 
regard the testimony of an inspired apostle, who says—** The 
grace of God, which bringeth salvation to all men, hath ap- 
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peared, teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world” The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 


you all. Amen. 
By order, HOSEA BALLOU. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
DETACHED REMARKS 


Occasioned by the perusal of several works on the subject of the 
Trinity. 


In an ably conducted work, published in the year 1789, 
*one of the Editors attempts to prove the doctrine of the ‘Tri- 
nity, by showing, that in a Chaldaic fragment, is a descrip- 
tion of a symbol, in the Pamphylian Obelisk, (a winged globe, 
with a serpent issuing out of it,) which says, the globe signi- 
fies the eternal God ; the serpent, divine wisdom and creative 
power ; and the wings, the active spirit which cherishes and 
enlightens all things.—That the Pyramidal obelisks of Egypt 
had three faces, and were, according to the Pagan philoso- 
phers, and a Bramin of India, a symbol of the Deity.—That, 
in the Egyptian mythology, they had a kind of three Gods, 
Eicton, Emeph, and Ptha.—That among the ancient Greeks 
they had a triform idol, composed of a dragon, with the heads 
of a bull and a lion, and in the midst the face of a God, with 
golden wings upon his shoulders:—That Plato upheld the doc- 
trine of three Gods Agathan or En, Nous or Logos, Psyche or 
Eros; with a variety of evidence of a similar nature; he then 
goes on with the usual, fully refuted arguments. 

This mode of proving a doctrine true, clearly displays its 
extreme weakness. When we leave the holy scriptures, and 
go to the vain and often infamous superstitions of the heathen, 
superstitions which have so often been reprobated by the pro- 
phets of the Most High, for evidence to establish any thing 
relative to the nature of the only true God, we offer an insult 
to his character. By such methods, we could prove any thing, 
the most absurd, true concerning him. Nothing that is re- 
vealed in the word of God, requires such aid as this, in order 
to cause it to be believed. The resorting to it, is indeed 
making void the commandments of Jehovah, by teaching for 
doctrine the traditions of men; or more properly, it is erect- 
ing, in the temple of God, a modern Nebuchadnezzar’s image, 
composed of materials, if possible, still more discordant than 
those of the former. As, however, it is much the custom of 


* The Christian and Scholar’s Magazine, Vol. I, No. I. Et seq: 
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erthodox divines, even to this very day, to resort to heathen 
nations for aid to prop up their falling systems, permit me here, 
to relate to them an anecdote which at this moment recurs to 
my memory: during one of the voyages of discovery fitted out 
by the British government, for the purpose of making disco- 
veries in the Southern ocean, the chaplain attached to one of 
the vessels was attempting to teach an Islander the doctrines 
of the Christian religion, the native heard him silently, and 
with much attention, until he described the crucifixion of Jesus, 
whose nature, he of course, delineated according to the ortho- 
dox system; at this, the native turned away in the greatest 
horror, exclaiming he would not desert his own religion, for 
such a one as this, for his God never died ! 


Dr. Charles Wharton of Philadelphia, a learned and candid 
clergyman, of the Episcopalian church, published, in 1796, in 
epposition to Dr. Priestly, a work, entitled ‘* 4 Candid En- 
quiry into the proofs of Christ’s Divinity ;’? in which we have 
the following very important concessions. 1st. That all Christ 
required of his disciples, as a confession of faith, was an ac- 
knowledgment that he was the Messiah, page 16, 17. 

2d. That there is no passage in the gospel, in which Christ 
expressly declares himself to be God. Page 19. 

3d. That Christ’s divinity was not known to the disciples, 
until Dr. W. supposes it was revealed to them by the Holy 
Ghost, after Christ’s ascension. Page 18.* Afterwards, 
however, on page 20, the Dr. thinks Christ probably declared 
his divinity in the famous conference he held with his apostles 
after his resurrection, when * beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded to them all the scriptures concerning 
hinselt’’—but this is all mere supposition. 

4th. That the only fundamental articles of Christianity, de- 
livered in the several discourses of the apostles, to the Jews 
and Gentiles, were, that Jesus was the Messiah; the remis- 
sion of sins to those who should repent and believe; a future 
judgment, to be held by Christ, page 21. And the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, page 27. And the Dr. gives it as a reason 
why the apostles were so cautious in not mentioning the divi- 
nity of Christ, that “ they were apprehensive lest the Jews 
might be scandalized by the slightest appearance of Polytheism, 
as it is not probable these people conceived their Messiah 
would be a God,” and, as * the Gentiles were to be brought 
to renounce Polytheism, and to worship one only, all-pertect 
Deity, great circumspection and prudence were therefore ne- 
cessary, gradually to unveil the high mystery of the Godhead, 


* It is here to be remarked that not a word is said in scripture of this doc- 
trine being at any time revealed by the Holy Spirit. 
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Jest the Christian system should appear to involve those very 
contradictions which they were exhorted to renounce.” Page 28. 

We have often heard the supporters of Trinitarianism ac- 
cused by their opponents of worshipping three Gods, in place 
of the one Jehovah; they have most generally replied to this 
charge, by talking about a trinity in unity, &c. But here, we 
have the candid acknowledgment of a strenuous adherent of the 
triune faith, that the doctrine has in reality, some appearance 
of Polytheism, and that the apostles were also of that opinion, 
so much so, that they were fearful of preaching it, lest on the 
one hand, the Unitarian Jew should be offended, and on the 
other, the Gentile ridicule the idea of being exhorted to re- 
nounce one system of Polytheism for another. 

In the remaining portion of his “ Enquiry,’ Dr. W. at- 
tempts to prove his doctrine from the Gospel of St. John, the 
Epistles, and the opinions of the fathers; his arguments have 
in them nothing novel. 

In concluding, we would now ask the candid and judicious 
reader, cautiously to reflect upon the above facts, and to say, 
whether, when a doctrine of so great magnitude, as that of 
the Trinity is declared to be by its supporters, is confessed 
by them not to have been once revealed during the public mi- 
nistry of Christ—not to have been even hinted at, in the public 
preaching of the apostles, either to the Jews or Gentiles—not 
to have been known to his disciples the whole time of Christ’s 
continuance upon earth—and when we have no evidence what- 
ever, that it was, at any period, revealed to them from heaven 
—a doctrine having, confessedly, so many of the features of 
Polytheism, as to have rendered it dangerous to preach it to 
the Jews, who believing in the simple humanity of their ex- 
pected Messiah, would reject a contrary doctrine, or to the 
(xentiles, lest, from their aptency to a plurality of objects in 
their worship, they would adopt it as an excuse to relapse into 
Polytheism: whether, we say, this has not suilicient weight 
to bear down all other evidence attempted to be brought in sup- 
port of the doctrine, and to do away the force of any passage, 
from whatever portion of holy writ, supposed to be in its fa- 
vour2? For ourselves, we think it has, and we think we shall. 
also, have the concurrence of all who view the subject with 
caution, particularly, when it is taken into consideration, that 
the doctrine is above the comprehension of mankind, that it ts 
inconsistent with itself, and is contradicted by innumerable 
passages of the clearest and plainest nature. 

Dr. W. has confessed too much for the good of the cause ;— 
the fact is, he came forward with the view of refuting the 
learned Priestly, but in place of finding scripture arguments 
where he expected them to have been thickly strewn, he found 
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none! and being a man of candour he ingenuously acknow- 
ledged the fact, but in his zeal for the cause for which he offer- 
ed himself a champion, he attempts to give a reason why he 
found no revelation of the * all-important” doctrine, where 
all the other doctrines of Christianity are revealed: but he 
has given one, the most futile and childish that he could possi- 
bly invent ;—neither Christ nor his apostles ever feared to pro- 
mulgate a doctrine that was necessary to be known by be- 
lievers, for fear of any consequences that would accrue to the 
persons to whom it was taught. All the consequences result- 
ing from their doctrines must be salutary. It is true they 
sometimes adapted their expressions, so as not too hastily to 
oppose harmless prejudices of the people; and Christ dealt 
out his ** heavenly manna” in portions according as the capa- 
city of his hearers were able to bear it, but the doctrine of the 
Trinity might have been dealt out to them at once—the child 
of seven years being as capable of understanding it as the 
man of full age; for, it is declared by its supporters to be mys- 
terious, incomprehensible—a doctrine with which we have 
nothing to do, but to believe and wonder. 
(To be continued. ) 








NEW MEETING IOUSE. 


The corner stone of the New Universalist Meeting House, 
erecting in Bulfinch-street, in this city, was laid, with due ce- 
remonies, on Monday afternoon last. ‘The services were in- 
troduced by an appropriate prayer by Br. Jones, of Glou- 
cester; a silver plate was then deposited by the President of 
the Building Committee (the Hon. Bengzamin RussEx;) the 
stone was then laid by the Architect, and examined and pro- 
nounced to be well fitted, by Br. Dean, after which, he ad- 
dressed the Throne of Grace, in prayer; which was followed 
by an Address, by Br. ‘Turner, of Charlestown. 

The ceremony throughout was impressive, and was witness- 
ed by a large number of citizens. 

The following is the principal inscription on the plate depo- 
sited under the stone :— 

‘¢ He that built and sustains all things is Jehovah.—This 
House, devoted to the worship of Almighty God, and to the 
promulgation of his Great Salvation through Jesus Christ, the 
Chief Corner Stone, was commenced and this Stone laid Octo- 
ber 7th, in the year of our Lord, MDCCCXXUH, of the Inde- 


pendence of the United States, the 46, and of the Institution of 


the City of Boston the first.”—Bos. Univ. Mag. 
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lest the Christian system should appear to involve those very 
contradictions which they were exhorted to renounce.” Page 28, 

We have often heard the supporters of Trinitarianism ac- 
cused by their opponents of worshipping three Gods, in place 
of the one Jehovah; they have most generally replied to this 
charge, by talking about a trinity in unity, &c. But here, we 
have the candid acknowledgment of a strenuous adherent of the 
triune faith, that the doctrine has in reality, some appearance 
of Polytheism, and that the apostles were also of that opinion, 
so much so, that they were fearful of preaching it, lest on the 
one hand, the Unitarian Jew should be offended, and on the 
other, the Gentile ridicule the idea of being exhorted to re- 
nounce one system of Polytheism for another. 

In the remaining portion of his “ Enquiry,’ Dr. W. at- 
tempts to prove his doctrine from the Gospel of St. John, the 
Epistles, and the opinions of the fathers; his arguments have 
in them nothing novel. 

In concluding, we would now ask the candid and judicious 
reader, cautiously to reflect upon the above facts, and to say, 
whether, when a doctrine of so great magnitude, as that of 
the Trinity is declared to be by its supporters, is confessed 
by them not to have been once revealed during the public mi- 
nistry of Christ—not to have been even hinted at, in the public 
preaching of the apostles, either to the Jews or Gentiles—not 
to have been known to his disciples the whole time of Christ’s 
continuance upon earth—and when we have no evidence what- 
ever, that it was, at any period, reveaied to them from heaven 
—a doctrine having, confessedly, so many of the features of 
Polytheism, as to have rendered if dangerous to preach it to 
the Jews, who believing in the simpie humanity of their ex- 
pected Messiah, would reject a contrary doctrine, or to the 
Gentiles, lest, from their aptency to a plurality of objects in 
their worship, they would adopt it as an excuse to relapse into 
Polytheism: whether, we say, this has not suflicient weight 
to bear down all other evidence attempted to be brought in sup- 
port of the doctrine, and to do away the force of any passage, 
from whatever portion of holy writ, supposed to be in its fa- 
vour? For ourselves, we think it has, and we think we shall, 
also, have the concurrence of all who view the subject with 
caution, particularly, when it is taken into consideration, that 
the doctrine is above the comprehension of mankind, that it ts 
inconsistent with itself, and is contradicted by innumerable 
passages of the clearest and plainest nature. 

Dr. W. has confessed too much for the good of the cause ;— 
the fact is, he came forward with the view of refuting the 
learned Priestly, but in place of finding scripture arguments 
where he expected them to have been thickly strewn, he found 
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none! and being a man of candour he ingenuously acknow- 
ledged the fact, but in his zeal for the cause for which he offer- 
ed himself a champion, he attempts to give a reason why he 
found no revelation of the ‘* all-important” doctrine, where 
all the other doctrines of Christianity are revealed: but he 
has given one, the most futile and childish that he could possi- 
bly invent ;—neither Christ nor his apostles ever feared to pro- 
mulgate a doctrine that was necessary to be known by be- 
lievers, for fear of any consequences that would accrue to the 
persons to whom it was taught. All the consequences result- 
ing from their doctrines must be salutary. It is true they 
sometimes adapted their expressions, so as not too hastily to 
oppose harmless prejudices of the people; and Christ dealt 
out his ** heavenly manna” in portions according as the capa- 
city of his hearers were able to bear it, but the doctrine of the 
Trinity might have been dealt out to them at once—the child 
of seven years being as capable of understanding it as the 
man of full age; for, it is declared by its supporters to be mys- 
terious, incomprehensible—a doctrine with which we have 
nothing to do, but to believe and wonder. 
(To be continued. ) 








NEW MEETING HOUSE. 


The corner stone of the New Universalist Meeting House, 
erecting in Bulfinch-street, in this city, was laid, with due ce- 
remonies, on Monday afternoon last. ‘The services were in- 
troduced by an appropriate prayer by Br. Jones, of Glou- 
cester; a silver plate was then deposited by the President of 
the Building Committee (the Hon. Bunszamin RussEx;) the 
stone was then laid by the Architect, and examined and pro- 
nounced to be well fitted, by Br. Dean, after which, he ad- 
dressed the Throne of Grace, in prayer; which was followed 
by an Address, by Br. ‘Turner, of Charlestown. 

The ceremony throughout was impressive, and was witness- 
ed by a large number of citizens. 

The following is the principal inscription on the plate depo- 
sited under the stone :— 

‘‘ He that built and sustains all things is Jehovah.—This 
House, devoted to the worship of Almighty God, and to the 
promulgation of his Great Salvation through Jesus Christ, the 
Chief Corner Stone, was commenced and this Stone laid Octo- 
ber 7th, in the year of our Lord, MDCCCXXUH, of the Inde- 


pendence of the United States, the 46, and of the Institution of 


the City of Boston the first.”°— Bos. Univ. Mag. 
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OricinaL ANECDOTES.—A certain deacon, whose conduct 
often bespoke, “* I am more holy than thou,” chanced to at- 
tend a meeting, where the “ good tidings of great joy which 
shall be unto all people,”’ were preached. This not being con- 
sonant to the feelings of his mind, it aroused his holy indigna- 
tion, and hastening from the place of worship, he exclaimed, 
* Tf all my neighbours go to heaven I wont!!!” 

[Christian Repository. 


+ 


RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION.—A few days since, brother F. and 
brother B. were conversing together on religious persecutions. 
Br. F. observed that our periodical publications were recently 
filled with a great many accounts of excommunications, which 
he thought was very ominous of the rapid decline of Chris- 
tianity. Br. B. replied, that he thought not: he thought it 
was an improvement on former ages; for, said he, they have 
now substituted excommunication in the room of burning.  [ib. 


== —— 


Poetry. 








HYMN. 
“Ve are the Sali of the Earth.” 


* Salt of the Earth!”’ ye virtuous few, 
Who season human kind; 
“ Light of the world!” whose cheering 
ra 
Illumes the realms of mind; 


Where Misery spreads her deepest shade, 
Your strong compassion glows ; 

From your blest lips, the balm distils, 
That softens mortal woes. 


By dying beds, in prison glooms, 
Your frequent steps are found ; 

Angels of love; you hover near, 
To bind the stranger’s wound. 


You wash with tears the bloody page, 
Which human crimes deform ; 
When vengeance threats, your prayers 
ascend, 
And break the threat’ping storm. 


As down the summer stream of vice 
The thoughtless many glide; 

Upwards you steer your steady bark, 
And stem the rushing tide, 





Where guilt her foul contagion breathes, 
And golden spoils allure; 

Unspotted still your garments shine— 
Your hands are ever pure. 


Your’s is the wide expansive thought, 
The high heroic deed; 

Exile and chains present no dread, 
To you ’tis naught to bleed. 


You lift on high the warning voice, 
When public ills prevail; 

Your’s is the writing on the wall, 
That turns the tyrant pale. 


In every faith, through every clime, 
Your pilgrim steps we trace; 

And shrines are drest, and temples rise, 
Each hallow’d spot to grace. 


And Pzans loud, in every tongue, 
And choral hymns resound ; 
And length’ning honours hand your 
name 
To time’s remotest bound. 


Proceed! your race of glory run, 
Your virtuous toils endure! 

You come, commission’d from on high. 
And your reward is sure. ! 





